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Nineteen-thirteen was the last year of an era. Men 
and women still went about their daily tasks unaware 
that only a few months separated them from four years 
of terrible warfare. Aeroplanes flew at a maximum speed 
under 100 m.p.h., the nation still mourned the loss of the 
“Titanic” and in London statesmen were negotiating 
a treaty to end the First Balkan War. In Dulwich in that 
year members of the Church of England Men’s Society 
were called upon to decide what youth movement should 
be introduced to St. Barnabas’ Parish Church. Repre- 
sentatives from the Boy Scouts, Church Lads Brigade and 
The Boys’ Brigade were present to put the case for their 
own organisations, and, by the casting vote of tl^ chai^ 
man, it was decided to form a B.B. Company. On such 
a slender thread hangs our history! 

MEN FOR THE JOB 

Having decided to form a company, the next step 
was to find some officers! Five men, all Sunday S^ool 
teachers at St. Barnabas’ Church—Frank Godden, Cohn 
Davenport, M. A. Packer, F. K. Slatter, and E. J. Jepson 
—decided to ask Laurence Hicks to take over as captain. 
Mr. Davenport, the first choice, like Mr. Hicks an officer 
with the old 60th London at Emmanuel Congregational 


Church, Barry Road, had just received a commission with 
the R.A.V.C. It is interesting to note how the 15th and 
60th were closely inter-linked in those days, for Mr. 
Davenport had been persuaded to help with the 60th by 
the late Frank Peachey, their captain, but after two years 
asked his own vicar. Canon Nixon, for support in forming 
a company at St. Barnabas’. Canon Nixon was, frankly, 
unenthusiastic, for as he pointed out, the church had 
already had two uniformed organisations which had col¬ 
lapsed. As the years went by the two companies combined 
to put on display items at the Albert Hall and Wembley, 
and it was to the grief of all that the 60th failed to survive 
the Second World War. But its traditions continue in the 
sons of old boys who have joined the 15th London. 

A lantern lecture was held on the 14th October, 
1913, to explain the aims of the Brigade. An encourag¬ 
ing number of boys turned up and 38 handed in their 
names. The company was on its way! Immediately 
after the hall had cleared the prospective officers rnet 
together and decided that their work should be “to 
develop the moral and spiritual side of the poorer boys 
in the parish”. This may read strangely to-day, but 50 
years ago there was still great poverty, even in Dulwich. 

The next important step was an inspection on 25th 
November of that year by Mr. R. S. Peacock, the London 
Secretary, and on 9th December the company was offici¬ 
ally enrolled as the 15th London in D Group of the South 
London Battalion. Here it is well to digress for one 
moment to explain to younger readers that the old South 
London Battalion covered the present area together with 
the South East and South West Battalions, some 60 com¬ 
panies in all. The 15th held their first Bible Class on 
4th January, 1914, and on the 18th of that month 















attended St. Barnabas’ for their first Church Parade, 
afterwards being inspected by the Mayor of Camberwell. 
On the following Sunday the officers and boys were at 
the Institute for their first Enrolment Service, the num¬ 
bers having grown to 38 boys and four officers by this 
time. 

BUILDING TRADITIONS 

In those days of trial and error, for such they must 
inevitably have been, plans were being made for two 
events which have become a tradition, both to the church 
and to the company, the Annual Inspection and Display 
and Battalion Camp. The first Display was held on the 
26th May, 1914, with The Master of Dulwich College, 
Mr. A. H. dikes, M.A., in the chair, Capt. Burton, 
R.F.A., as Inspecting Officer, and others present included 
the Mayor of Camberwell. The programme has not 
changed much in half-a-century—Best Drilled Private, 
Company Drill, Captain’s Report and Team Games 
featured in the 15th’s first display, just as they do to-day! 
There was one difference, however, one photograph 
showed a boy drilling with a carbine—and during the 
war years and immediately after The Boys’ Brigade Com¬ 
panies were cadet units under a War Office grant until 
they ceased to be members of the Cadet Corps in 1921. 

THE COMPANY AT WAR 

The 15th London attended their first Battalion Camp 
with 700 others on 1st August, 1914, at Dymchurch. It 
was whilst they were there that the Great War broke out 
and all Officers who were in the Territorial Army were 
immediately recalled to the Colours. Even more worry¬ 
ing for the boys—owing to congestion on the railways— 
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the meat ration did not arrive for 24 hours! Those of 
us who have become accustomed to the “Day Out'’ being 
organised for us, with a luxury coach and two good meals 
laid on, may find it difficult to imagine that 50 years 
ago the day consisted of a march to Hythe (eight miles) 
with dummy rifles, and another eight miles back—with a 
load of mineral waters at the rear as refreshment. During 
the camp Battalion Drill was held after tea every day, 
but there was time for fun and games as well—and the 
boys enjoyed their camp just as much as we do. 

War-time conditions caused many changes. To 
begin with, our officers were called to the Colours, two 
Lieutenants, Jepson and Slatter, had reported for duty 
immediately, and Messrs. Hicks and Packer found them¬ 
selves keeping the flag flying almost alone. But one man, 
who will never be forgotten so long as the 15th continues, 
was already giving great service; Mr. Frank Godden had 
attended the Officers’ Meetings from the beginning and 
had been made Hon. Pre.sident. During the war years 
he arranged camps for the company at The Hermitage, 
Old Windsor, and at Henley, and was later to serve both 
as Captain, on the retirement of Mr. Hicks in 1916 to 
take up work with the Dulwich Crusaders, and as Hon. 
Captain when he in turn handed over to Mr. Packer in 
1921. Throughout those four years of war the 15th con¬ 
tinued to serve the church, and organLsed a waste paper 
collection at the request of the Government. Members 
spent their evenings touring the Parish and sorting their 
“booty” in the old smithy, part of which the blacksmith, 
Mr. Evans, had cleared for them. 

Memories of the war-time years would not be com¬ 
plete without recalling those happy days in camp, .some 
of them being informal holidays in a farmhouse near the 
river at Windsor, when Mr. Godden would take some 30 














boys cycling, hiking or fishing. It was at Old Windsor 
that the 15 th passed a company of the Grenadier Guards 
coming down the hill from the Castle. It was, I suppose, 
the only occasion on which the “Fives” returned the 
Salute from a Guards company! Other happy memories 
include the Friday evening walks organised through what 
was then rural Dulwich by Mr. Slatter, accompanied by 
his Great Dane dog and many of the boys, who were 
enjoying the “club night” of those days. But there were 
sterner memories also. Few boys or officers of the war 
years will forget the sadness of the memorial service to 
Mr. Slatter in April, 1915, for he was killed in action in 
France. Then there was the night in October, 1915, 
when gunfire could be heard as the company parade was 
finis hing. The lads were told to make haste home, and 
raced along the streets watching a Zeppelin in the dark 
skies above, cornered in the British searchlights, the 
members of the crew quite visible as they prepared to 
drop their bombs. There is a memorial in Forest Hill 
cemetery to those who were killed that night. 

PEACE AND PROGRESS 

But wars, happily, come to an end. The 15th London 
was ready to advance when peace returned in 1918. 
Gradually officers returned to civilian life and took up 
the threads again. Boys joined the company in an ever 
increasing flow so that our numbers in the mid-twenties 
passed the 60 mark and remained steadily in the region 
of 40/50 until a year or two before the Second World 
War. It was during the inter-war years that the 15th 
achieved spectacular results in drill, winning the Peachey 
Shield nine times in 16 years—and setting up a Battalion 
record of five successive wins. 


However, lest it should be thought that all was plain 
.sailing, let it be admitted that there were times of trial 
and disappointment. As has already been remarked. War 
Office grants were available in those days, with conse- 
ejuent inspections by W.O. officials. During one of these 
a number of difficulties arose, which made Frank Godden 
decide to resign as captain, feeling that a younger man 
was required. He had attended meetings as an observer 
from the first and had served as captain for five difficult 
years—he was to continue his service as Flonorary Captain 
until his death some 30 years later. Anyone who served 
under him, or can remember him at St. Barnabas’, will 
realise how his personality was stamped on the 15th—and 
is still there to-day. 

Mr. M. A. Packer succeeded as captain on the 28th 
June, 1921, and guided the company through the imme¬ 
diate post-war years. Those were days of growth, both 
in numbers and activities. The 15th took part in most 
Battalion competitions and, as will be seen from the list 
elsewhere, had a fair measure of success. Each summer 
members would play their part in the Battalion Camp at 
Dymchurch, and here again successes were recorded. It 
was during this time (in October, 1926), that a team of 
the Boy Reserves, later to become Life Boys on the amal¬ 
gamation of the Boys’ Life Brigade with the B.B., was 
formed at St. Barnabas’ under Mr. R. J. Webber. 

JUNIOR RESERVES 

The team held its first Quarter Deck Parade at the 
Sunday School on 2nd January, 1927, when the company 
band turned out for them. As with the company, mem¬ 
bership has fluctuated over the years, but under a succes¬ 
sion of leaders—Mr. Poole, Mrs. Noon and Mr. Curds— 
it has produced many fine recruits for the Brigade. 










Two other ventures were launched around this time. 
In 1924 a company magazine, The 15th Gazette, was first 
published. Early issues were hektographed and appeared 
in the editor’s own handwriting. Later on one or two 
were printed on a home printing set; on other occasions 
a stencil was used. Publication dates varied according 
to interest—two or three editions appearing some sessions 
and none at all in others. Generally boys found the poor 
printing difficult to read, and it was allowed to die in 
1932. The other venture worthy of note was the Old 
Boys’ Club which started in 1931 and had its own head- 
cjuarters in Upland Road, which was also used as a club- 
room by members of the company on Saturdays. This 
association flourished for some years until the clubroom 
was lost, and members transferred to the old Institute. 

A NEW CAPTAIN 

Early in 1927 Mr. Packer decided he could not con¬ 
tinue to give as much time to company activities as was 
necessary and handed over to Mr. H. J. Wall, who took 
over as Captain in September, 1927. Mr. Packer 
remained as a Lieutenant with the 15th until he took 
over the 16th London Company at Forest Hill the follow¬ 
ing year. If Mr. Godden was the giant of early days, 
then for over 35 years Mr. Wall has worn his mantle, and 
through most difficult times has miraculously maintained 
the highest standards in “his” company. 

The 1930s were to be no less challenging than the 
previous decades had been, and by 1935 numbers had 
fallen below the 40 mark. Still, however, the 15th 
flourished. In 1931 they won the Battalion Mace and 
insisted on marching home from Balham with it. (The 
Mace, incidentally, still bears the mark when it was 
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The Life Boy Team 1958 

























Camp 1957 


15th admire “their” Floral Crest in Dulwich Park 
to celebrate 7Sth year 1958 


On the Company ‘‘Bus ' after Bible Class and the Senior 
Relay Team—Sports 1961 


Inspected by Mayors of Camberwell 
and Sceaux (France) 1957 
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dropped by the 15 th in Lordship Lane on one church 
parade!) These were important years, for in 1934 the 
“Fives” celebrated their “coming-of-age” with a special 
display at Dulwich Baths on 8th February when Mr. 
G. Stanley Smith, son of the Founder, was Inspecting 
Officer. In that year also, in conjunction with the 60th, 
they took part in the London Display at the Albert Hall 
for the second time, having pre.sented a Musical Ride 
there in 1929. In 1933, to celebrate the Boys’ Brigade 
Jubilee, they linked with the old 60th to give a vaulting 
hcr.se display at Wembley Stadium, and representatives 
of the Company attended the huge gathering at Hampden 
Park, Glasgow, in the very heart of the B.B. world. In 
1937 the 15th returned to Wembley when five members 
took part in the “Festival of Youth” during the Corona¬ 
tion celebrations. During 1938, and until war broke out, 
another attempt was made to launch a company maga¬ 
zine—this time “The Anchor” made its appearance. 
This was produced professionally, with four pages of com¬ 
pany news and four pages of general matter supplied by 
the publishers. 

"BLOOD. TOIL, TEARS AND SWEAT" 

With 1939 came the next staggering blow—the 
blackout, wailing sirens and mass evacuations, followed 
soon after by the “blitz”. Many companies were to close 
down, temporarily or permanently, during these years, 
but the 15th carried on! The early months became the 
“phoney war” and many returned to London, but by 
1940 Dulwich faced heavy bombing which was to con¬ 
tinue in one form or another for several years. Mr. Wall 
was now almost single-handed but found great support 
from the Rev. E. A. Noon and his wife, Ruth, who ran 













the Life Boys. Winter and summer sessions were 
switched, so that full use could be made of double sum¬ 
mer time, and the necessity of turning out in the blackout 
was avoided as far as possible. Throughout these years 
the roll contained over 20 names, a fine achievement. 
Bible Class continued when possible, or officers and boys 
would meet at church. 

Although activities were obviously limited by the 
conditions (air raids, flying bombs and rockets in turn 
took their toll of homes and members), yet it was still 
possible to hold a Battalion Camp, usually at Hambledon, 
Henley, or Goudhurst, Kent, and the Annual Display was 
moved to the Grafton Hall or Hamlet Girls’ School whilst 
our own headquarters was reciuisitioned, and even in 
those years five or six members could still gain perfect 
attendances! In 1943, despite the war, the Brigade 
decided to celebrate its Diamond Jubilee and the 15th 
had representatives both at St. Martin-in-the-Fields for 
the thanksgiving service on 3rd October and at Windsor 
Castle for the secret review by King George VI on 16th 
October. Because of the danger that an air raid would 
be mounted if news leaked that the Royal Family were 
to be present, secrecy was paramount, and even those boys 
taking part had no idea what was afoot until they arrived 
at Windsor. 

The company played an important part in the Parish 
Church’s Golden Jubilee in 1944, when they gave a dis¬ 
play in the Hamlet School playground as hundreds of 
British and American bombers roared overhead, bound 
for the Pas de Calais and flying bomb bases. With war 
on their own doorstep, the 15th, under the completely 
devoted leadership of their Captain, could not be 
silenced I 


FORWARD INTO PEACE 


When the last “all-clear” sounded in 1945 the 15th 
soon found that by continuing throughout the war they 
had one great advantage—^senior boys ready to represent 
them in the Battalion competitions. For three years, 
therefore, the company were champions, both at football 
and cricket and in the camp sports. Winning the First 
Aid Shield in 1951 was the next great achievement, and 
this was to signal the opening of a wonderful era, for the 
15th resisted all challenges for this particular piece of 
silverware for ten successive years, and after surrendering 
it in 1961 regained it the following year at the first 
attempt! On several occasions during those years the 
company reached the London finals—but the All-London 
Cup has proved an “elusive Pimpernel”! 

The affluent society, as it has been called, which 
followed the Second World War produced its own par¬ 
ticular problems, however. Parade nights had to compete 
with the television screen, Bible Class found opposition 
from the week-end trip to the sea, and summer camp 
had to fight against subsidised school journeys. In the 
1950s all youth groups. The Boys’ Brigade included, saw 
their membership falling, and the 15th’s roll dropped 
below 30 and on two occasions dipped below the danger 
line of 20 regular members. 

A NEW APPROACH 

The Boys’ Brigade, however, which has pioneered 
almost every new development in youth work, was chosen 
to launch the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. It was a new 
challenge which necessitated changing the company’s 
programme, but the 15th were in it at the start and sup- 






plied the first silver award in the Battalion. The scheme 
has meant much hard work, but it has proved worthwhile 
in retaining the senior boy’s interest and the company’s 
numbers have grown steadily during the past five years, 
stabilising around the 40 mark once more. In recent 
years, also, opportunities have been given to work for 
more badges and certificates than ever before, some 
measure of the enthusiasm which still fires the 15th. 

In 1958, to celebrate the 75th year of The Boys’ 
Brigade, a great Battalion Review was held in Kenning- 
ton ParL A coachload of the 15 th took part and a large 
crowd watched the varied activities until a tremendous 
cloudburst swamped the arena just as the closing service 
came to an end. The “Fives” were also responsible for 
persuading the L.C.C. to lay out a magnificent floral 
replica of the B.B. crest in Dulwich Park that summer. 

In 1956 a further attempt was made to run a com¬ 
pany magazine, and “Fifteenth Viewpoint” was launched 
in a modest manner. It has grown with the years and 
appeared regularly bi-monthly ever since, establishing 
quite a reputation for itself in its own field of journalism 
and helping to enrich the esprit de corps of the 15th at 
the same time. 

No record of the company would be complete with¬ 
out some mention of those members who have brought 
honour to the 15th by being chosen to represent the Bat¬ 
talion. In our long history we have supplied representa¬ 
tives for football, swimming, athletics and first aid^—and 
these honours fall upon us no less to-day than in the past. 

Vicars, being officers in the company, have their own 
influence. The 15th’s first Chaplain, Canon Howard 
Nixon, was a forthright, devoted Christian, stern, perhaps, 
by to-day’s standards. But he loved his church and the 
boys who worshipped in it. When Canon W. R. A. 
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Brown became Vicar in 1935 he came with the reputa¬ 
tion of being a keen Scouter! He soon recognised that 
B.B. companies have their own particular qualities in a 
church, and the 15th were both proud and happy when 
he accepted the post of camp padre, which he held for 
many years. During that time his enthusiasm inspired 
not only our own company, but Baptists, Congregation- 
alists and Methodists. On his retirement in 1956 we 
welcomed the Rev. A. S. Perry, who had already visited 
our Bible Class in pre-war days. He also has followed 
our fortunes and encouraged us on our way forward. 

The 15th is the last of the larger companies which 
still attends Battalion camp and, partly for this reason, 
they have dominated sport there for many years. They 
have also opened the 1960s by winning the coveted Perks 
Cup, in 1961 with three tents and in 1962 with four, a 
Battalion record, which was considered almost an 
impossibility. 

CHANGING TIMES 

Times have changed and the 15 th London has 
changed with them. Older members will shake their 
heads and say, “Discipline is not what it was”, but then, 
it never was! Old minute books show the same comment 
at any time in the last 50 years. Discipline, one finds, is 
something deeper than loud commands bringing swift 
obedience; it is a co-operation between all ranks, and 
although some officers may be addressed by nicknames— 
or even on occasions by their Christian names—the 15 th 
finds no difficulty in maintaining the high standards of 
their Object, which has kept the company one of the 
leading ones in the Battalion for half a century—^no mean 
achievement. 





















With so much talk these days of juvenile delinquents 

one may well ask, “What of the I 

session opens, three have almost achieved the Gold Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award, the highest number in the Batta¬ 
lion, and several others may well attain their Queens 
Badge before the session ends. In the past, boys have 
served their church in many ways, stoking the boilers, 
delivering notices, tending the parish hall garden, helping 
at hospital fetes, collecting silver paper for the blind, and 
supporting their mission hospital at Ibuye. These tasks 
they continue to do to-day; there is never any difncu ty 
in finding such helpers. For their church also, the 15th 
has provided choristers, altar servers, church councillors, 
a church warden, and officers for their own and other 
companies. From the 15 th also many boys have stepped 
forward as full members of their church through Con¬ 
firmation—and this is increasingly true in the last few 
years. 

THE FUTURE BECKONS 

So what of the future? Companies usually fail 
through lack of officers, much depends on whether men 
can be found to give both time and energy with no 
thought of reward, except the satisfaction of a job well 
done. The Boys’ Brigade has never failed to inspire such 
men in the past; I have no fear that it will fail to do so 
in the future. There is something worthwhile about a 
job which seeks 

“The advancement of Christ’s Kingdom 
among Boys, and the promotion of habits of 
Obedience, Reverence, Discipline, Self-Respect, 
and all that tends towards a true Christian 
Manliness.” 


ROLL OF HONOUR 


In memory of those of the 15th who gave their lives 
in two World Wars. 

1915 

Lieut. F. K. Slatter 
1939/45 


Leonard Archer 
Sydney Tarran 
Charles Nightingale 
Ronald Smale 


Fred Le Cras; 
Jock Douglas 
Laurie Davis 
Daniel Rolls 


Chris Clark 


KING’S BADGE 


1916 

Alfred Eaglen 

1936 

1931 

1932 

James S. Kelly 
Kenneth Green 

1937 

1934 

Ernest Prosser 
Alex Wright 

1947 


Sydney H. Tarran 
Albert H. Williams 
Edgar S. Brady 
Aubrey L. Myles 
William A. Porter 
Colin Jeffery 


QUEEN’S BADGE 

1955 Ashley M. Cross 1959 John Bates 

1957 Michael J. Hearn 1962 John Sullivan 


Mr. Frank Godden 

Mr. M. A. Packer 

Mr. FI. T. C. North 
Mr. H. J. Wall 

Rev. E. A. Noon 


Vice-President: South London 
Battalion 

President: South East London 
Battalion 

President; Ealing Battalion 
Vice-President and President: 

South London Battalion 
Secretary: Anglican Council of 
the Boys’ Brigade 




ACHIEVEMENTS 


The 15th London Company won the following 
awards prior to its 50th session: — 


ALL-LONDON COMPETITIONS 

Swimming (100 yards cup) 1959. 


SOUTH LONDON BATTAUON AWARDS 


5th Group Drill 

1921, 

1927, 

1929, 

1931, 

(Peachey Shield) 

... 1932, 

1933, 

1934, 

1935, 

1937. 




First Aid Shield 

... 1951, 1952, 1953, 1954,1! 


1956, 

1957, 

1958, 

1959, 


1960, 

1962. 



Football Shield 

... 1946, 

1947. 



Cricket Shield 

... 1927, 

1945, 

1946, 

1947, 


1957. 




Battalion Mace 

... 1931. 




Junior Drill Shield 

... 1947. 




Swimming Shield 

... 1958, 

1959, 

1960. 


Life Saving Cup 

... 1956, 

1957, 

1958, 

1962. 


BATTALION CAMP AWARDS 


Perks Cup 

Major Knight’s Cup ... 

Athletics Shield 

Senior Football Shield 
Cross Country Shield 

Junior Football 
Netball Shield. 


1934, 1946, 1952, 1954, 

1956, 1961, 1962. 

1929 (1st equal), 1930, 

1931, 1948, 1954, 1957, 

1958, 1959, 1960, 1961. 

1930, 1934, 1952 (1st equal), 
1954, 1957, 1958, 1959, 

1960, 1961, 1962. 

1925, 1933, 1954, 1957, 

1959. 

1928, 1929, 1931, 1948, 

1957, 1958, 1959, 1960, 

1961. 

1926, 1931, 1935. 

1927, 1931. 



H. J. Wall, lb Court Lane, S.E.2I 
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